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The Eastern Front

The Eastern Front was the vast theater of the First World War where Germany and Austria-Hungary fought against Russia. All three countries expected conflict in this area.   General Alexander Samsonov commanded the Russian army for the invasion of eastern Germany in August, 1914. The Russians, with their larger army, had some success at first. However, by August 29th, Samsanov's army was surrounded by Germans. General Samsonov attempted to retreat but, most of his troops were slaughtered or captured in the Battle of Tannenberg. Only 10,000 of the 150,000 Russian soldiers managed to escape. Shocked by the disastrous outcome of the Battle of Tanneberg, Samsonov committed suicide. 


The Russian invasion of Austria-Hungary was more successful against the poorly organized Austro-Hungarian Army. Eventually Austria-Hungary ordered a counter-attack.  After initial progress, the Austro-Hungarian troops were forced to retreat. 


In September, 1915, Russian forces were driven from Austria-Hungary. By this time, the Russian Army had lost over 2 million men. The German commanders felt that Russia had been badly damaged, but decided that Russia could not be beaten and brought a halt to the offensive. Instead, German forces were concentrated against the French and British in the West. Germany had decided the war must be won on the Western Front.

Attacks by the Central Powers on Russia were started again in the autumn of 1916. By the end of the war the Russian Army had lost another million men. By 1917, the Russian army was badly beaten and demoralized.  In November 1917, a revolution in Russia brought the Communists to power.  The new Communist government immediately signed a peace treaty with Germany, giving up a huge area of land.  Fighting on the Eastern Front officially ended in December 1917. 


1. What three countries fought on the Eastern Front?


2. What factor allowed the Russians to have some success early on?


3. Explain the results of the Battle of Tannenburg.


4. Against which country did Russia have most of its success?


5. Why did Germany transfer men from the Eastern Front to fight on the Western Front in 1916?


6. What event inside Russia led to the Russian surrender and the end of fighting on the Eastern Front?


7. Which side won the war on the Eastern Front? What information in the reading makes that clear?











