
Indian Valley Public Library’s Longwood Gardens Community Read
Events and Activities

Launched in 2014, the Community Read was uniquely envisioned as a collaborative

effort between the Gardens and community to encourage reading for pleasure and to

start a conversation surrounding gardens, plants, or nature. In 2022, we’re encouraging

our Community Readers to explore the concept of trees as nature’s great connectors,

and how trees may help us gain insight into ourselves and our place in the world. Trees

represent growth, peace, and nature while teaching us how to plant deep roots and

reach for the sky. Our three selections include our featured book The Songs of Trees:

Stories from Nature’s Great Connectors by David Haskell, the poetic picture book We

Planted a Tree by Diane Muldrow, and the engaging graphic novel by the team at the

Morton Arboretum, Canopy Career Chronicles.

Youth Programs

Terrific Trees Grab N Go Kits
April 1-30, 2022
Stop by the Children’s Room to pick up a Grab N Go kit filled with a craft and other
tree-themed activities based on this year’s Longwood Garden Community Read book
We Planted a Tree by Diane Muldrow. You may take one kit per child.

Tremendous Trees - Grades K-5
Monday, April 4 at 4:00 PM
During this after-school program, we will read the book We Planted a Tree by Diane
Muldrow and then explore the science of trees with demonstrations and hands-on
activities. Register online at www.ivpl.org starting 2 weeks before the date of the event.

Chef Zak Makes Snacks: Tree-themed Snacks
Thursday, April 7 at 7:00 PM on Facebook
Join Mr. Robbie and special guest Chef Zak for this live virtual cooking show for kids!
Have fun while learning about some tree-themed snacks that kids and grownups can
make at home together. They’ll be interacting with the comments section too, so be sure
to say hello and bring your imagination!

This interactive program is intended for families and kids of all ages, but all are



welcome. No registration or account is required.
Tree Homes Lego Challenge - Grades K-5
Monday, April 18 at 4:00 PM
During this afterschool program, we will learn about several different types of tree-based
homes. Your challenge is to replicate one of these homes or something similar with lego
bricks. Register online at www.ivpl.org starting 2 weeks before the date of the event.
Masks are required for this in-person event.

Longwood Gardens Inspired Teen Photography Contest
Entries due April 30
Open to students in grades 6 to 12
Theme: What would a tree tell us if we just took the time to listen?
Visit https://bit.ly/LGCRPhotoContest for more information

Your Family Forest
Friday, April 22 at 4 pm
In Diane Muldrow’s We Planted a Tree, we see the importance of trees to families and
communities all over the world. Join Nicole to explore the trees in your life, whether
chosen or given. Each tree will show family, friends, and other special people in our
lives. In the end, you will create your own forest of trees.
Missed the event? April’s Creativity Crate in the Young Adult Room will have
the materials for this program. View the recording on YouTube and follow along.

Adult Programs
Coastal Redwoods, an Evolving Relationship

Thursday, April 28 at 7 pm on Zoom
Join us to learn about coastal redwoods exploring the changing connection humans

have to the old-growth forest. From indigenous peoples to logging and clear-cutting to

restoration and preservation, the relationship between humans and old-growth

redwoods has evolved and changed like the trees themselves. Presented by Ally Gran

who is an interpretive and education park ranger at Redwood National and State Parks.

She graduated with a degree in forestry and is incredibly passionate about forest

education and strives to get everyone excited about trees!

Visit the calendar on ivpl.org to register for events. You may win a family pass to
Longwood Gardens for participating in the events in this brochure. The library follows

CDC Guidelines regarding masking. It is recommended that you check current



guidelines here before attending.


